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Welcome and Announcements 
 
Musical Prelude 
 
Call to Worship 

O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has done: The 
Magi who study the heavens follow a guiding star!  

O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has done: The 
peoples who live in the shadows see a glorious light!  

O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has done: The 
Christ who embodies the Word unveils the hidden plan, making us joint heirs of the 
promise of salvation through the gospel!  

O come, let us worship the Lord, for God has done wondrous things! 
 

Song of Adoration: Hymn #181- “We Come, O Christ to You” 
 
Prayer of Invocation 
 
Song of Praise: Hymn #152- “The Law of the Lord Is Perfect” 
 
Song of Thanksgiving: Hymn #528- “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 
Confession of Faith 

Minister: Christians, what do you believe? 
Congregation:  

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before 
all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made: of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and was made human. He was crucified for us 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third day he rose again, 
according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living and the 
dead. His kingdom will never end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 
He spoke through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 



We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. 
Amen. 

—Nicene Creed 
 
Scripture Reading:  Psalm 72 
 
Confession of Sin 

Minister: Let us confess our sin. 
Congregation:  

God of the Bethlehem star, everyone is searching for your light shining in the face of 
Christ. The Magi sought Christ simply to worship him. But Herod sought him to 
appease his jealous anger. We confess that our motives in seeking Jesus are not 
pure. We do not come simply to worship: we come to Christ, asking his benefits of 
reassurance, health, wealth; asking him to fulfill the hundred petitions for not-so-
important requests that we heap before him. But the Magi sought first the kingdom. 
Help us, God, to follow their example, putting our own need in perspective, 
worshiping the Christ in love, content to be in your presence, and laying our gifts 
before you. Then may we journey, trusting that your goodness and light will 
accompany us all the days of our life. Amen. 

—based on Matthew 2:1-16; 6:33 
 
Assurance of Pardon 

Hear now the promises of God to those who truly repent of their sin and trust in Christ: 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. Yet to all who did 
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God. 

—based on John 1:9, 12 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession – Dennis Ferris, Ruling Elder 
 
Song of Preparation: Red Book #22- “Speak, O Lord” 
 
Sermon: Guest pastor: Pastor Ed Veldhuizen – “The Magi” 

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Outline 

I. Herod the Great 
II. The Magi’s Un-expected, Yet God Directed Visit: 

III. The Message of the Visit 
 
The Lord's Supper  

Invitation to Communicants 
Words of Institution 
Distribution of the elements 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

The Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
O God, from whom come all the good things we enjoy, we offer our gifts as the Magi did 
who opened costly treasures before Jesus. We give in response to your generosity, 
identifying with your pity and compassion for victims of violence, poverty, and 
oppression. May all who are in need experience the unsearchable riches of Christ and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit even as their physical needs are met. May we be coworkers 
with Christ, whose sacrifice bought our redemption. Amen. 
 

Closing Song: Red Book #53- “Psalm 100” 
 
Benediction 

May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always. Amen. 
 


